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government lins established tribnoals by
_ which an American ciligen can, repuver
“dobta die from British subhjects
Accontumed, an the Ohlnese are, tosnm-
wmury justice; they could not e made to

comprehend why eriminals, who are clti.-‘*

pens af the United States, sliould escupe’
with impunity, in violation of treaty ob

Vgationy; whilst the povishment of
Chinese, who have committed sny crime
ngniull_.um‘ American ¢itizene, would be
vigorously exascted, ludeed (he come

quencaes might be futal to American eiti-
zens in China, should o flagrant erime be
commitied by auy one of them upon a
Chinese, and punishiment not follow, ne.
wordiog to the requisiiion of tha rreaty.
ik might distorb, if not destroy, our
{riendly relation with that Empire, and
oause an interription Lo our valusble com-
werce,

Our treaties with the Sublime Porte,
Tripoli, Tunis, Myriceo, and Muscat, al-
w0 reqnire the legislativa of Congress to
curry them inlo exeontion, though the ne

o cessity for inmediute action may not be
%0 urgent s in regard to.China.

The Becretary of State Las submitted
wh estimate to delray the expenses of
opening diplomatic relations with the
Papnl Biates, The interesting politieal
relatfons in progress in (hose Stajes, «s
well ag eur commercial inleresin,
rendered viol a measure ighly expedient.

Jatimates have also been submitted ol oot
fits of Uliarges d "affaira to the republics
of Bolivia, Gnatemala and gnador. The
manifest importance of cultivating the
mokl (riendly relations with all the inde-
pendent Stales of this eontinent, lins in
duced me o recommend appropristions

to the matotanunce of these

hunve

necessary
missions.

T recominend (o Congress that an ap
propriation be made to be puid the Span
ish Government, to be distribuled among
the elofmants in the Amistad case, 1 en
terinin the opinion that t(his is due to
Spain, noder e treaty of 20th of Qetober,
1705, and moreoaver, from tlie ecarncs
manner io which the claim continnes 1«
bhe vrged. So loog as it remalos poads
Justod, it will be a source of irritation be-
twan thie twoconniries, wlich may prove
highty prejudicial to the interests of the
United SBtates, Good poliey, no less than
a fuithful compliance with our (reaty ob-
ligutions, reqnires that the inconsideralle
appropriation stiould be made.

A delabled statement of the econdition
of the finances will be presented in tle
wnnual report of the Seorelary of the
Troasiry. Theimporis furihe Gscal yeor
ending on the B0th June, 1947, wer# $140
GAG.888, of which the amonnt exported
was $5,0011,163, leaving §1398,584 430 in
the countey, fordomesticuse. The valne
of the expuris fur the same pariod, was
§158,648,022, of which 150,637 504 con
sirted of domestio productions, and §35,-
11,158 of foreign articles.

I'he receiptsinio the Treasury amennt.
ed to §26 346,700,87; of which there wns
derived from cunstoms 821,747,504 60—
from sales of public lunds, 82408 345 20
—atd from incidental and miscellaneonus

000 was paid out to the publie ereditors,
vr exchauged wt par for spegizy  The re
malning $13.000,000 was offered for spe-
cip 10 the Lighest bidder, not belew par,
by aw advertisement iesuod by (e Secre
tary of the Treasury, wnd published from
the Oth of Pebruary (o the 10ih of April,
1847, when it was uwardod (o the several
highest bidders, st a premiom ranging
from oneieighih of one per cenl, o twe
per cent, abuve par. I'he premium bas
been paid into the treasury, and the sums
awarded, depuonited io speciv in the trea-
Sry, on fast us it was needad by Lhe wants
of tie government,

Tomeet the expanditures for the re-
maitnder of Lthe presenl, and for the next
fiscul year, ending on the 30th of June,
1540, a turther loan, in wid of the ordina-
ry revenue, wili be necessary, Retainiong
& suflicient surplus in the treasucy, the
luun required for the remainder of (e
pro-ont fiscal year will be above §15 HU0,.
U, If the duty on tea and coflve bo im-
posed, and the graduation of the public
lauds shall be made at an early period of
vour session, as recommended, the loan
for the fiscal yenr may be reduced to $17,-
(00000, This may be further reduced
whatéver amount of expenditures can be
suved by the military contributions col
lected in Mexico, The Vigurnus
measuros for the angmentation of these
contribintions have been directed: aud a
very considerable sum is expeoted fram
that sonrce. Ttwamount ennnot, however,
he ealevlated with any ecertainty. It is
by mnde

must

recomimended that the loans to
be anthorized upon thesameterms, whicl
was antliorized voder the provisicos of the
wot of the 28th of Jannary, 1547,

Bhould the war with Mexico be continned

n fiirther lonn of $20500,000 will be required,
for the fiscnl year ending on that day, in case
no diry be imposed on ten und coffee, and the

in price, nnd no military contributions shnll
he colletted in Mesico. If the duty on tes |
and eoffoe be imposed, and the lands reduced

may be reduced to £17,000,000; and will be

as itis hoped that the loans, aslied for the
remainder of tha present fiseul years, aided |
by military contributions, which may be col-
lected in Mexico, may be sufficient. I, con-

exconding $60,000,000 of this amount be
needed before the meeting of the session of
Congross of 1548,

The act of July 1846, reducing the doties
on itnports, hoa been in furce sinco the firet of
December last; and T am gratified to state
that all the beneficial efMects which were an-
ticipated from its operations have been fully
realized. The public revenue derived from
customs during the year ending lat of De-
comber 1817, exceads by more thun §8,000,-

public lands be not reduced and graduated |

| tinguish the principal,

While enpital in:?ed in_manufustures is
vielding ndequate aallifhir profits under the
new system, the wagéaof labor, whegher em-
ploged in munufsctures, agricullure, com-
merce, or nnvigntltm.—‘ have been augmented.
The totling millions, whose daily labor furn-
ighes the supply of food and raiment, and all
the necessories and comforts of life, are re-
ceiving higher wages, and more stendy and
permanent employment than in any other
country, of at auy previoss period of our own
history. '

8o successful huve been ull branchesof our
industry, (hut a foreign war, which generally
diminishes the resources of o palion, has in
no essentinl degree retarded our onward pro-
gress, or checked our general prosperity.

With such gratifying evidences of progper-
ity, and of tha successful operation of the
revenue act of 1840, every consideration of
public poliey recommends that it shall re-
main unchanged, It ia hoped that the system
of impost duties which it established may be
regarded as the permanent pelioy of the coun-
try, and that the gredt interests affected by it
may not'again be subject to belinjuriously dis-
turbed, as they have heretofore boen, by fre-
quent and sometimes sudden changes.

For the purpose of increasing the revenue,
and without ehunging or modifying the rates
imposed by the act of 1846 on the dutiable
articles embraced by its provisions, Tagain
recommend o your favorable consideration
the expediency of levying o révenue doty on
ten and coffee,  The poliey which exempled
these articles [rom duly during peace, nnd
when the revenue to be dorived from them
wns not needed, censes o exist when the
country ig engnged in war, and requires the |
use of oll its available resources. It isa tax |
which would be so generally diffused among
the people, that it would be felt oppressively
by none, and be complained of by none. It

till the 30th of Jone, 1849 it is estimuted that |18 belloved that there nre not, in the lst of

imported articles, any which aremore proper-
ly the subject of war duties thanitea and cof |
fee.

It ia estimated that three millions of dal
lava would be derived anpually by a moderate,
duty imposed on these articles,

Should Congress avail isell of this addi-

and graduated, in price, as proposed, the 1040 | tianal source of revenne, nat only would the | " Iargar than wt any (Ormer pesiod,

nmount of the public lonn rendered necessury

suliject to be still further reduced by the | by the war with Mexico be diminighed to (hat | €00stitutional treasury hay hcon._lhun far,
nmount of the military  contributions which | extent, but the public credit, and the public eminently snocessful 1o its DR EralLIann; and
may be collected in Mexico. Itis not pro- | sonfidence in the ability and dt-turlnini'llinn[l recommend and adherence to all its es- .
posed, however, to ask Congress for anthority | o1 110 government to moet all its engagements | sentinl provisions, an especinlly to that |
to negotinte the loans for the next fiscal year;| prawptly, would be more fivmly established | ¥!1al provision which wlolly seperatex the

and the reduced amount of the loan which it
miy be neeessary to negotinte could probably
be obtained ot cheapor rates,

Cangresa if, therefore, enlled upon to de-

trary o my expectations, there shull be & ne- | (ormine whether it is w i;':?'?u.inip-mu-ihu war
ceagity for it, the fact will be commumented | dutics recommeded, or, by vmitting to do 8o, | and will require modifieation. These
to Congress in time, for their action, during | inerease the public debt annually three ;mi.'ldf-[ncu. and sueh amendmenta s are
their present seasion. In no event will a s |

liona af’ dollurs so long as loans ehall be re-
quired to prosecute the war, and afterwords
provide, in some other form, to pay the semis
annunl interest upon ity and ultimately to ex-
11,10 addition to these
duties, Congress should gradon d reduce
the price of such of the pnb[n“u i
perience has proved will not command the
price placed vpon them by the government,
an additional annual income to the treasury of
between half a million and a million of dol-
lnrs, it is estimated, would be derived from

sources; $100,570,51. The last fiscal|
year, during which this amount wus re- |
ceived, embraced five months under thoe |
warifi act of 1842, and seven montha dillr-‘
fog which the tariff act of 1846 was in
foree, During the five months under tlhe
operalion of the tarifl' act of 1842, the
amount received (rom cusloms was §7,-
B42 306,90, and duriog (he seven months
under the act of 184G, the amuunt re-
ceived was §17,005 557 76,

The neli revenne from customs in tlie
year eoding on (he lst of December, 1846
beiog the last yearofthe tarifact of 1842,
was $22,071,403,10; sud the netl revenue
from customs, during the year eodiog
December lst, 1547, being tlie first yeoar
under the operation of the tariff act of
1848, of more than $8 500,000, over that
of the last year over the tariif of 1842,

The expenditures during the fiscal year
ending on the 30th of June last, are §30,-
451,177 65; of which $3.0552,052 47 was
ob aceount of payments of principal and
interest of the public debt, iocluding
treasury noles redeemed and not funded,
The expenditures, exclusive of payment
of publio debt, were $55,020,005 23,

It inestimated that the roceipts into|

the treasury for the fisaal year andiog S0t
June, 1848, including balance iu the 1 reas-
ury on the Ist of July lost, will amount to
$42,888,545 BU; of which &31,000,000, i
18 estimated. will be derived from cus.
toms,—@3.500,000 from the sale of the
public lands,— §400,000 from incidental

00, the amonnt received in the ;rn-crlllngl
vear, under the nct of 1842, and which was |

{euperceded dy it.  Tits effocts are visible in | of publie debt necessnry to be contracted

the great and almost unexampled prosperity |

which prevails in almost every branch of bus-

= |
iness,

» 1 s |
While the repeal of the prohibitory and re- | ¢ e, it is proposed shall be limited in their

strictive duties of the act of 1642, and the |d|nnlim| to the end of the war, and until the
substitution, in their place, of reasonable rev- | publie debt rendered pecessnry to be con-

enue rates, levied on articles imported, ne-

thia source. Should both mensures receive
the sanction of Congress, the unnual amount

during the continunnce of the war would be
reduced near four millions of dollars, The
duties recommended to be levied on tea and

| tracted by it shall be discharged. The amount | will

and transfers of large amounts Huve been
made from points of collestion to points of
digbursement, without loss to the treasury, or
injury or inconvenience to the trade of the
counirys - :
Wiilst the fiseal operations of the gov.
ernment have been conducied with regu-
larity and ease, under this system, it has
tud a salutary effect io checking and pras
vanting s undue ioflation of the paper
aurrency issued by the baoks which exist
ander Siate charters. Reqniring, on it
does, all dues o 1he government to he
paid io gold and silver, its effect is tore
strain excessive iishes of Laok paper by
the bauks disproportioned to the specie
in their vaolis, for the reason (hat they
are at all times liable 1o be called on by
the holders of thelr notes for their redemp-
tion, iu order lo ‘obtain specie for the
payment of duties and other public dues.
I'he banka, therefore, must keep their
business withio prodent limits, and be al-
wiys in a eondition (o mneel such calls, or
run the hazard of being compelled to sus-
pend specie paymentis, and be thereby dis-
cradited, T'lie nmount of specie impurt
ed into the United States during the last
fiscul yonr was (weunty-four million coe
hundred and tweuoty-one thousand two
hundred und eighiy-nine dollars; of which
there was retnined in the country twenty-
two million 1wo boondred and seventy six

and larga quuntities for mors than thirly
vears, nl Hni'ﬁ"ull price prescribed by
the exmting lul":..- ud it has been funnd
that they will aut-eo:hmalnd that price .-
Tuey must remain wnsold and nucultiva
ted for an indefinila period, vnless the
price demanded for them by tlie govern:
menf shall be reduced. No satisfuclory
renson is perceived why they shoull be
longerheld wirales sbove (heir real val-
ne. At the present period an additional
renson exists foradopting the measure re
commended, Wlhen tle country is en-
gaged in a foreign war, and we most ne-
cesnarily resort to loans, it would seem Ly
be the dictale of wisdomn that we should
avail ourselves of all our reshnroes, and
tuus limit the amount of the public i
dabtedness to the lowest possibla sum

I recommend thal the existing laws an
the subject of pre-emption righis
amended and modilled so as (o operate
prospectively, and 1o embrace all who
muy settle upon the public lands and make
improvements vpon them befuore they are
surveyed, as well as aflterwards, in all
cases wliere snoh may be
made affer the Indian vitle shall have beaen
oxtinguished.

11 the right of pre emption be thun ex
tended, it will embrace a large and mar-
itorioun clans of onr eitizens. [t will n-
cranse the number of small freeholders

seltlemenits

thousand one hundred and seventy dollars,
Had the former fnancial system prevail,
ed, and the public meneys been pliced on
deposite in banks, nearly the whole of this [
ampunt would have gene into their vaults,
notfo be thrown into eirculation by them,
bul to be withheld from the hands of the
poeple as a currency, and made the basis
of new and enormous issues of bank pa-
A larger propurtion of the specie
imported hus been paid into the tressury
for public dues; and after having been, to
a great extent, recoined at the mint, has
bean paid out to the pnblic ereditors, and
gone inlo cirdnlation as a currency among
the peaple. The amount of gold and wil-
var coinnow o eirenlation in tho country

per.

The fnsncial system established by the

covernment from ail conoexion with
hnnks, and exolndes bank paper from all
reviennue rl‘cl“‘ll?'.. |

In soama of ity detaila, not involving its

goneral prineiples, thasystem isdefective.

deemed important, were set forth in the
last annnal report of the Secretary of the
These amendments are again
favorahle

Tronsnry.
recommended to the early and
conaideration of Congress.

During the past year, the coinnge al the
mint and ils branclies hns exceeded twen-
Ly millions of dollars, Thielhas eonsisted
chiefly in converting the eoins of foreign
gountries into American eoin,

The largest amount of foreign eoain im
ported hing heen roceived at Now Fork;|
and if a branch mint were established at
that city. all the foreign coin received af
that port conld at once he converted into
onr own eoin, without the expanse, risk,
anid delay of t{ransporting it to the mint

for that purpose, and the amount recaoins
ed wanld he much larger,

Fxperiences has proved that foreign
eoin, aond expecinlly forergn gold coin,
not etrenlnte extensively ns a cur-

rovarnment of their own,

upon our borders, who will be enabled
therehy to educate their children and
otherwise improve their condition, while
they will be found at all times, as they
huve ever proved themselved to be in the
honr uf danger to their evnntry, among
our hardiest and best volunteer svldiers,
ever ready to tender their services in
case of emergency; and among the last to
leave the field a8 long as an enemy remping
to be encountered., Sueh a policy will
also impress these patriotic picnear emi-
granis with deeper feclings of gratitnde
for the parental eare of their government,
when they find their dearest interests se~
cired 1o them by the permanent laws of
the land, and that they are no lunger in
danger of losing their homes and liard-
earned improvements by being brought
inte compotition with a more wealthy
class of purchinsers at the land sales,

The attention of Congress was invited,
at their last and the preceding session, to
the importance of establishing a Territo-
rial goveroment over our possessions in
Oregon; and it is lo be regretfed that
there was no legislation on Lthe subject, —
Our citizens who inhahit that distant re
gion of country are still left without the
peotection of onr luws, orany regularly
organized government, DBefore tlie ques
tion of limits and bonodaries of e lerri-
tory of Oregon was definitely wetilod
from the necessity of thair condition, the
inhabitants had established & temporars
Besides the

(want of legal authorify for contiouing

sueh a government, it is wholly inade,
quate to protect them in their rights of
persan and property, or (o peciie to them
the enjoymant of the privileges of otlier
citizens, to which they are entitled nnder
the constitution of the United States--
They should have the right of suffrage,
bhe represented in a Territorial Ingisla-
ture, and by delegnto in Congress; and
possess all the rights and privileges whiclh
citizens of nther portions of the Territos
ries of the United States linve heretofore
enjoved, or may now enjoy,

Our judicial system, revenne laws, laws
regulatiog trade and intercourse with the
Indian tribes, and the protection of onr

lr‘!'

oording to their actual value, has incrensed | of (he public debt to be contracted should be |
the revanue, and nugmented our foreign trade, | limited (o the lowest praticable  eum, and |
all the great interests of the country have | should be extinguished ns early after the con-
been advanced and promoted. { clugion of the war os the menans of the trens-
The great and important interesis of agri- | ury will pernit,
eulture, which had been not only too much |  With this view, it is recommonded that, ns
neglected, but actually taxed under the pro- |soon as the war shall bo over, all the surplus
tactive policy for the benefit of other inter- | in the treasury, not needed for other indispen-
eats, have been relieved of the burdens which | sable objects, shall constitute a sinking fund,
that poliey imposed on them: and our farmers |and be applied to the purchase of the funded

rency among the penple. The important | laws generally, should be extended over
menture of extanding onr apecie circula. | themn,
tion, hoth of gold and silver, and of dif |© Tn addition to tha inbabitants in thai

fmsing it among the people, can only be | territory who had previously emigrated

| the mint of theUnited Stales at the eily

and planters, under a more just and liberal
commereinl policy, are finding new nnd profit-
nble markets aboard for their avgmented pro-
ducts.,

Our commeree is rapidly increasing, and is
extending more widely the circle of interna-
tional exclianges. Great ag haa been the in
creasa of our imports during the pust year, our
exporis of domestic producte sold w foreign
markete have been il greater-

Our navigation interest is eminently pros-
perous. The number of vessels built in the
United States has been greater than dunng
nny preceding period of equal length. Large
profits have been derived by those who have
constructed ag well as by those who have nav-
igated them, Bhould the ratio of incrense in

sources, including sales made by the So.
liciior of the treasury,—and 80,255,204

95 from loaus alrendy suthorized by Jaws ing the past year, the time _il not lli‘l!lnl when | tionary powers in carrying this messure into
whigh, with (be balance in the treasury,|°"F tonoage and commercial marine will be | pffect, hus collected, and is now collating, the

on the Grat of July last make the sum es
timaled,

The expenditures for the same period;
if peace with Mexico shall not be con-
cluded.sod the army shall be increased as
proposed, will amount, incluling 1he ne-
cessary paymenis, on account of principal
aod interest of the public debt,snd treasu-
ry notes to $58,615,660 07,

Oa tle firet of the present month the
amount of the public debt actually incur-
red, including treasury notes, was $45,-
650.060,40: The public debt due on the
ﬁblﬂ*_'._”.'hﬂulu.:uu»r, notes,

was §17,187,
L T e oo L 18

that time, is 827,570 8078,  OF the logn | 9612

of §238,000,000 suthorized by the sot of
28th of

the number of our merchant vessels be pro-
gressive, and be as great for the future as dur-

| larger than that of any other nation in the
world,

Whilst the interesls of agriculture, of com-
| morce, and of navigation have buen enlarged
[ and invigorated, it is ghly gratifying 1o ob-
serve that our manufactures are also in a pros.
perous condition, None of the reinous effecis
upon this interests, which were appreheaded
by some, as the result of the operation of the
revenue system established by the act of 1846,
have been experienced. On the contrary, the
number of manufactories, and the amount of
capital invesied 1n them, is steadily and rapid-

ly increasing, affording gratifying proofs that |
American enterprise and skill emplayed in |

in this branch of domestic industry, with no |
other advantages than those fnirly and inci- |

Iy accruing from a j em of rave.
nue duties, ln:lnndnnuﬁl:liﬂh mn;':;: :

R

’Iﬁil’)‘. 1847, the wum of $5,000, | derive

cessfully all competition in
'.ndmnmugw‘““mf

| debt, and that authority be conferred by law
| for that purpose.

The act of the sixth of August, 1846, “to
establish a warehovsing system,’ has been in
operation more than a year, and has proved
to be an important avxiliary to the tariff
act of 1846, in augmenting the revenue, and
{extending the commerce of the country.—

Whilst it has tended to enlarge commerce, it
hae been beneficial to our manufactores, by
dimimshing foreed sales at auction of foreign
goods at low prices, o raise the duties to be
udvanced on them, and by checking fluctua-
tions in the market, The system, although
sanctioned by the experience of other coun-
| tries, was entirely new in the United States,
|and is susceptible of improvement in some of
|i'-.| provisions, The Becretary of the Treas-
jury, upon whom were devolved large discre

;prnclicnl results of the system in other coun

[tries, where it has long been established, and

| will report at an early period of your session

|such furither regulations suggesied by the
investigation as may render it still more el
fective and beneficial.

By the act to ‘provide for the better organ
| ization of the treasury, and for the collection,
qu. keeping, and disbursoment of the public
revenue,’ all banks were distontinued as fis
cal agents of the government, nnd the paper
| currency 1ssued by them was no longer per-
| mitted to be received in payment of public
dues.

effectedby converting such foreign ooin
into American ooin. Trepeat (ho recom-
mendation containedin my last annual
messaga for the extnhlishment of a hranch

of New York,

All tha publie Iands which had bheen
surveyed nnd were ready for market have
heen proclaimed for sale during the past
year. T'he quantity offered and to be ofs
fered for salo. nnder proclamations issned
since the first of Janvary layt, amounis to
nine million one hundred and thirty-eight
thousand five hundred and (hirty-one a-
cres, The prosperity of the western
Siates and Territories in which these
lands lie will be advanced by theirspeedy
sule. By withholding them form markaet,
their growth and increase of population
wonld be retarded, while thonsands af onr
enterprising’ and meritorious frontier pop~
ulation would be deprived of the oppor-
tunity of securing feaholds fur thiemselves
and their families, Butin addition te the
general considerations which rendered
the enrly sale of these lands propar, it is
a lendiog object nt this time to derive an
large n sum as possible from this source,
and thus diminish, by that amonnt, the
publie loan rendered necessary by the |
existence of a foreigrn war, |

Tt is estimated that not less than ten |
millions of acres of the puhlic lands will |
be surveyed and be in a condition to be
proclamed lor sule during the year 1843.

In my last snnual message T presenied
the reasons which, in my jodgment, rend-
ered it proper to graduate and reduce
the price of such of the public lands as
bave remained unsold for long periods af-
ter they had been offered (or sale at pub.

The eonstitulional treasury created by this
act went into operation on the first of January
last. Under the system established by it, the
public moneys bave been collected, safely

kept, and disbursed by the direct agency of
oa;nof the lmrln{nt in gold and lifur

lic auction.

Many millions of acres of publio lands
Iving within the limits of several of the
wesiern Siates have heen offered in the
market, and been subject to sale at pri
vale enlry for more Lhan Lweply yeam,

[1o it, large vumbers of our citizens liave

fullowed them during the present year;
and it is not doubted that duriog the next
and subsequent years their numbers will
be greatly increased.

Congress, al its last session, establiehad
post-routes leading to Oregon, and be
tween different points within that terri
tory, and anthorized the establishment of
posit offices at **Astoria and such other
places an the coasts of the I*icifie, within
the territory of the United States, an the
public interests may require.’’  Post offi-
ces lave accordingly been establishied,
deputy postmasters appointed, and pro-
vision made for the transportation of the
maile,

The preservation of peace with the In-
dian tribes residing west of the Rocky
mountaing will reader il proper that au-
tharity should be given by law for theap
pointment of an adequate number of fo-
dinn agents to reside among them,

I recommend that a surveyor genaral’s
office be established in that territory, and
that the public lands be survesed and
brought inte market atan early period.

| recommend, also, tial grants, upon
liberal terms, of limited guantities of the
public lands be made to all citizens of the
United States who have emigrated, or
may hereafter within a prescribed period
emigrate, to Oregon, amd settle upon
them. ‘These bardy and adventurons cits
izens, who huve encountered the dangers
and privations of a long aod teilsome jonr~
ney, and bave at leogth found an abiding:
place for themselves and their families up.
on the utmoest varge of our western limits,
should be secured in the homes which they
have improved by their labor:

I refer yon te the sccompanyieg re-
portof the Secretary of War fur a detailed
acceant of the operations of the varions
branches of tha public service connected
with the department have bpen uousually

overous and responsible during the past
year, and Lave been discharged with abilis
ty and uucoeuﬁ'\l_a _

Pacific relations eantinue to exist with the
varigus Indian (ribed, and most of {liem man-
ifest a strong friendship lor the United Biates.
Some depredations were committed dvring
the past year upon our truins trknaporting
supplies for the army, on the road between
the western border of Missouri and Santa Fe.
Thesa depredations, which are supposed to
have been committed by bands. from the re-
gion of New Mexico, have bean arresied by
the presence of a military force, ordered out
for that purpose, Some outrages have been
perpetrated by a portion of the nosthwestern
bunds wpon the weaker and eomparatively
defenceless neighboring tribes. Prompt meas-
ures were taken lo prevent such occurrences
in foture.

Between one and two thousand Tndians,
belonging to eeveral tribes, have been re-
moved during the year from the east of the
Missippi to the country alloted to them west
of thot river, as their permanent home; and
arrnngements have been made for others to
folinw.

Since the treaty of 1846 with the Chero«
kees, the feuds among them appear to have
subsided, and they have become more united
und contented than they have been for many
years past. The commissioners, appointed
in pursuance of the act of June 27th, 1846, 1o
settle claims arising under the treaty of 1835
—'36 with that tribe, bave executed their
duties; and afler a patient investigation, and
a full and fair examination of all the cases
bronght before them, closed their labors in
the month of July last. Thisis the fourth
bourd of commissioners which has been or-
ganized under this treatys. Ample opportuni-
ty has been afforded to all those interested to
bring forward their claims. No doubt is en-
tertained that impartial justice has been done
by the late bonrd, and that all valid claime
embraced by the treaty have been considered
and nllowed. "This result, and the final set~
tlement to be made with this tribe, under tho
treaty of 184G, whieh will be completed and
luid before you during your session, will ad-
Just all questions of controversy between
them and the United States, and produce a
state of relations with them simple, well.de-
fined, nnd satisfactory.

Under this discretionary authority con-
ferred by the act of 3d March last, the
aunlities due to various tribes have been
paid during tlie present year, to the heads
uf families, 10siead of to the chiefs, or to
such persons as they might designate, ex-
cept aw by the laws previously existing.

This mode of payment Las given general
salisfaction to the great body of the In.
dians justice ling been dove to them and
thay ure gratefil to (lie government forit.
A few eliels and joterested peisons may
ohjret to this mode of payment, but it s
heheved to be the only mode of prevent-
ing (raud and imposition from being prace
tised ypon the great body of the eommon
Ludiany, constituting a majority of ail the
tribes.

It isgratifying to perceive that a num-
ber of the tnicrs haye recently manifested
an ioterest in the establishment glsclivols
among them, and are muking rapid ad-
vances in agriculture; some of them pro-
ducing a suflicient quantity of food for
their suipport, and a surplus to dispose of
to their neighbors, The comforts by
which those who Lave received even n very
limited education and have engaged in
agriculture, are surrounded, tend gradu-
ally 1o draw off the lesscivilized brethren
from the precarious means of subsistence,
by the chase, to habits of labor and civil-
tAalion,

The accompanying report of the Secre-
tary of the Navy presents a satisfactory
account af the service during the last year,
(ur ecommerce has been pursned with in-
oreased sotivity, and with safety and sue-
cess in every quarler of the globe under
the protection of our flag, whighhthe Navy
has caused to be respected 1 he most
distant seas,

In the Gull of Mexico and the Pacific,
the oflicers and men of our squadron bave
displayed distiognished gallaotry, and
have performed valuable services.

I the early stage of the war with Mex«
ico, lier ports on both coasts were block-
aded, sud more recently many of them
Lave been capiured and held by the Navy.
When acting io co-operation with the
land~forces, the Nuval officers and men
have performed gallant and distinguished
services on land as well ns o0 water, and
deserve the high commendation of the
countryr,

While other maratime powers are ad-
ding to their navies large numbers of war
steamars, it is a wise poliey on our part,
to make similar addilions to our mavy.—
The four war steamers authorized by the
3d of May, 1637, are in course of constiue-
tion,

Io addition to the four war $leamers
authorizged by this act, the Secrelary has,
in puisuanee of it provisions, entered in-
to contract for the four steamers to ba
employed in the iransportaiion of the
United States Mail from New York to
New Orleany, tfouching at Savanah asnd
Havanna, and from Havanoa te Chagres;
—for three steamers to be employed in
like manner feam Panama (o Orégon, so
a3 lo conneet with the mail to Ulagres
saress the [sihmus. and for Gve steamers
to be employed inlike manner (o Livers
pool.  These steamers will be the proper-
Iy of contractors, bul 1o be boilt vader
the superimtendants avd direction of a
vaval construcior, in the employ of the
pavy depariment, 2od 1o be so constrncted
o# to render them convertible st the least
possible expense into war steamers of the




